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A native of Southern California, Major
Golembiewski was commissioned as an infan-
try officer after his graduation from California
State University, Fullerton with a Bachelor of
Science degree. He also has a Master's de-
gree in Legislative Affairs from the George
Washington University.

Golembiewski has served in a broad range
of assignments during his Army career. He
served as the Alpha Company and later as the
Heavy Weapons Airborne Platoon Leader for
the 173rd Airborne Brigade in Vicenza, ltaly.
As the Heavy Weapons Platoon Leader, Major
Golembiewski deployed to Afghanistan in
2007. After his tour, Major Golembiewski was
assigned to Southern California, where he
served as the operations officer for the U.S.
Army Recruiting Battalion—Southern California
and later commanded the Riverside Company
in the U.S. Army Recruiting Battalion.

In 2012, Major Golembiewski left for his
second deployment to Afghanistan where he
commanded the Bravo Troop, 6—1 Cavalry of
the 1st Striker Brigade Combat Team. After
two successful company command assign-
ments, he served as an operations officer for
the 1st Striker Brigade, 1st Armor Division. In
that assignment he was nominated and se-
lected for the U.S. Army Congressional Fel-
lowship Program.

In 2015, as an Army Congressional Fellow,
| had the privilege of working with Major
Golembiewski in my office for a year and dur-
ing his subsequent assignment as a Congres-
sional Budget Liaison for the U.S. Army. Major
Golembiewski worked tirelessly with Members
of Congress and their staffs to accurately ar-
ticulate the Army’s budget positions to the Ap-
propriations Committees. His professionalism,
diligence, and commitment to the mission are
unmatched, and his work both as a fellow and
as a liaison very effectively represented the
U.S. Army and the Department of Defense to
the United States Congress.

The foundation of Major Golembiewski mili-
tary success is his family. He is a devoted
husband to his wife, Ginger, and committed
father to his daughter, Sienna, and his son,
Grant. The Golembiewski family’s commitment
to this nation is a testament of the Army’s val-
ues. They best exemplify the spirit of selfless
service, and their care for others permeates in
every aspects of their lives.

Throughout his career, Major Golembiewski
has positively impacted soldiers, peers, and
superiors. Our country has benefited tremen-
dously from his extraordinary leadership, judg-
ment, and passion. | join my colleagues today
in honoring his dedication to our Nation and
invaluable service to the United States Con-
gress as an Army Congressional Liaison.

Mr. Speaker, it has been a genuine pleas-
ure to have worked with Major Bill
Golembiewski over the last three years. On
behalf of a grateful nation, | join my col-
leagues today in recognizing and commending
Bill for his service to our country, and we wish
him all the best as he continues his service in
the United States Army.
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SALUTE TO C.A.R.S. RACING FOR A
CAUSE

HON. BILL POSEY

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 16, 2017

Mr. POSEY. Mr. Speaker, on December 10,
2017, C.A.R.S. Racing for a Cause, Inc. will
hold its final Charity 200 race event after
twelve years of helping children and families
who are facing serious and terminal illness in
Central Florida.

C.AR.S. Racing for a Cause Inc. was
founded in 2006 by Carla, Amanda, Rick and
Sara Bristol of Orlando, Florida. That is what
C.A.R.S. stands for. At that time Rick, a life-
long racing enthusiast, met a family with a
child suffering from leukemia. Wanting very
much to help this little boy, who was an avid
fan of monster trucks; Rick used his contacts
in the racing industry to pull together a 200 lap
charity truck race and raised about $6500 to
help this little boy and his family pay for his
treatments.

Since then C.A.R.S. Racing for a Cause has
been helping families in need hosting a num-
ber of charitable events throughout the year
which culminate in one big racing weekend
event called the Charity 200. Every year
C.A.R.S. board of directors selects two or
more families with serious medical needs and
dedicates the year's events to raising funds to
help them through difficult times.

In 2012, Rick enlisted the help of friend and
NASCAR Truck Series winning driver Joey
Coulter, and parents Joe & Susan Coulter, to
help grow and promote the Charity 200 race
weekend. Working together, Rick and Joey
have raised over $275,000 to help 30 Florida
families to date. At the conclusion of this
year's event, 33 families, and over $300,000
will have been raised and distributed to help
those in need.

This year, C.A.R.S. will be helping Gianna
Palazzolo, a six year old girl from Bartow FL,
who was seriously injured in a car accident;
Kaitlynn Swanbeck of Auburndale FL, age six-
teen and has a serious back disease; and
Shaunna Posey-Cajigas of Titusville FL, a
twenty-seven year old mother with a five year
old son who is battling stage 4 thyroid cancer.

Special thanks also go to Don Nerone &
Robert Hart who allowed Rick to begin the
Charity 200 event at Orlando Speedworld in
2006. In 2012, the event was moved to
Auburndale Speedway where Rex and Colette
Guy, Ken & Charlotte Hyatt donated the use
of the facility, paid the insurance and helped
grow the event each year.

Rick and Joey have had the following board
members along with Rick’s family these 12
years: Butch and Barbara Pierce, Chad and
Nicole Pierce, and Eric Reynolds. They have
all labored with love to help children and fami-
lies facing these diseases and tough times.
Many other loyal friends and family have vol-
unteered to help make all these events pos-
sible.

Their mission has been “And of some have
compassion, making a difference.” Jude 22.

| ask my colleagues to join me in saluting
C.A.R.S. Racing for a Cause, and all those
who have helped make their events
successful.

November 16, 2017
IN HONOR OF JOSEPH M. DEFFNER

HON. KEVIN BRADY

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 16, 2017

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Mr. Speaker, today, |
rise to recognize and honor the life of a dedi-
cated husband, father, mentor, and community
leader from The Woodlands, TX: Joseph Mi-
chael Deffner.

Born and raised in New Orleans, Joe
Deffner spent his early years in Louisiana be-
fore moving to The Woodlands and becoming
a true Texan.

As a child, Joe was a member of the Saint
Edward the Confessor Church Cub Scout
Pack 496 in Metairie, Louisiana. Many years
later, Joe imparted this love of scouting to his
own three sons: Justin, Brett, and Jackson,
who remained active in scouting throughout
their teenage years.

Ultimately, Joe dedicated ten years of his
life to the local scouting program at St. Simon
and Jude’s Catholic Church, in The Wood-
lands, TX, including a three-year stint as the
Scoutmaster of Troop 204, one of the largest
troops in the Tall Timbers District.

Devoted to the advancement and leadership
development of his sons and the many scouts
under his leadership, Joe personally led three
scout trips to High Adventure Bases across
the country, and under his guidance, thirty-two
scouts attained the rank of Eagle Scout, the
highest achievement in the Boy Scouts of
America. Joe’s hard work and dedication was
rewarded in 2014, when he was recognized as
the Tall Timber District's “Outstanding Scout
Leader”.

In addition to his community involvement,
Joe built a successful career in finance. Highly
respected in his field, Joe’s career led him to
work for industry giants, such as Citi Global
Commodities, Amaranth, Enron Corp, and
UBS. In 2013, Joe filled a new role as the
Managing Director of HPS Investment Part-
ners LLC in Houston, TX.

Joe’s dedication to his wife, Lisa Bills, and
his sons, Justin, Brett, and Jackson provides
a stellar example of a loving husband and fa-
ther—an example that deserves to be recog-
nized and emulated by all who hear of his
story. | am certain that Joe’s entire family, in-
cluding his mother and father, Mary and Jo-
seph; his sister, Cheryl; his niece and neph-
ews, Maia, Liam, and Aidan; his mother-in-
law, Donna; and brothers-in-law, John and
Eric will sorely miss his quick wit and lively
personality.

It is my honor to join Joe’s family, friends,
and the entire community of The Woodlands,
TX, to recognize Joe’s lifetime of dedicated
service. Joe passed away on November 7,
2017, and he will be truly missed.

———

INTRODUCTION OF THE SECURING
DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SE-
CURITY FIREARMS ACT OF 2017

HON. J. LUIS CORREA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, November 16, 2017

Mr. CORREA. Mr. Speaker, in January
2010, the Department of Homeland Security
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